
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH6006 September 28, 2016 
day. You’re not good enough to get 
mad.’’ 

That is the best golf advice ever. Not 
just great golf advice, it is great advice 
for life. Enjoy the days God gives you. 
Don’t waste them on being angry. 

And maybe that is one of the reasons 
we will miss this man. He had a way of 
telling tens of millions to believe in 
yourself, to respect others, to face 
challenges, to demonstrate courage and 
respect, and to always show dignity in 
defeat and restraint in victory. 

Arnie claimed he did so well not just 
because he wanted to win, but because 
he hated to lose. And so it is today 
with us. We hate to lose you, Arnie. 
You made us feel we could all be better 
and that loving the game was the best 
of all. 

We will miss you. 
f 

HONORING CONGRESSMAN SAM 
FARR 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 
last night, several hundred people 
gathered to wish SAM FARR farewell to 
his congressional career, celebrating a 
half century of public service. 

SAM started in the Peace Corps, vol-
unteering in Colombia in the sixties. 
He was active as a local government of-
ficial, and in the California State legis-
lature and finally 23 years in Congress. 

He came by his calling honestly. He 
was born on the Fourth of July. 

Son of Fred Farr, a State senator and 
a Johnson administration official, SAM 
has been dedicated to the widest range 
of issues of anybody I have worked 
with in my years in Congress. He has 
worked on issues of livable commu-
nities, transportation, land use plan-
ning, and healthy agriculture. He took 
very seriously the fact that he rep-
resented California’s ‘‘salad bowl.’’ He 
has been a leader in marijuana reform, 
with the famous Farr-Rohrabacher 
amendment slapping the Federal Gov-
ernment’s hands back from interfering 
with medical marijuana. 

You know, there is a movie from 1983 
with Woody Allen. In ‘‘Zelig,’’ this 
kind of nebbish chameleon-like person 
showed up everywhere in all of these 
important events in the twenties and 
thirties. Well, SAM has sort of that 
characterization. Although, unlike a 
nebbish or chameleon, SAM was bold, 
he was infectious, he was warm, but he 
was everywhere in the course of the 
last 20 years. 

Just this last year alone, we saw the 
unprecedented oceans protections that 
were implemented by the Obama ad-
ministration. SAM FARR’s fingerprints 
are all over that act, working for 20 
years on oceans protections as the 
major oceans advocate in Congress. 

SAM was in Cuba with President 
Obama as we opened up relations with 
that island after a half century of iso-
lation. He has been on the right side of 

that issue from the beginning. Luckily, 
he was able to be there. 

He has been honored by the nation of 
Colombia, where he served as a Peace 
Corps volunteer. Last weekend, SAM 
was there with Secretary Kerry, cele-
brating the peace accords that brought 
an end to that tortuous conflict. 

You know, people complain about 
Congress being too partisan, too grid-
locked. It is true. But for 23 years, SAM 
FARR has shown that no matter who is 
in charge or how bad it gets, a smart 
person with a big heart, a great staff, 
persistence, and passion can make 
amazing things happen. He has given 
many gifts to his constituents and to 
the Nation, but one gift may be over-
arching, if people here take seriously, 
is his example of how to be a Congress-
man. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR’S 
OVERTIME RULE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. COSTELLO) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in support of H.R. 
6094, the Regulatory Relief for Some 
Businesses, Schools, and Nonprofits 
Act. 

This bipartisan legislation offers a 
responsible solution to the U.S. De-
partment of Labor’s overtime rule that 
would jeopardize the ability for small 
businesses, nonprofits, and colleges to 
maintain current operations and good- 
paying career jobs. 

H.R. 6094, which I have cosponsored, 
would require a 6-month delay in the 
effective date of the DOL overtime 
rule. No, this isn’t the outright repeal 
of the overtime rule that I, along with 
many others, have called for, but it is 
a practical step towards helping those 
organizations take steps to mitigate 
the impact of this regulation. 

Without passage of H.R. 6094, the 
overtime rule will take effect in 2 
months. This is simply not enough 
time to allow affected employers and 
employees an opportunity to adjust 
and prepare for the adverse economic 
consequences. 

Over 10 million workers, including 
many in my home State of Pennsyl-
vania, will be impacted. Companies 
will be forced to shift employees from 
salary to hourly pay, nonprofits will 
have to cut back on critical services, 
employees may lose the opportunity to 
work remotely, while seeing fewer op-
portunities for career development. 

Our employers need fewer adminis-
trative costs and compliance burdens, 
not more. Employees deserve flexi-
bility and autonomy and the oppor-
tunity to build successful careers. How-
ever, these regulations, no matter how 
well intended, would drain our econ-
omy and hurt the very people they are 
attempting to help. 

I urge my colleagues to support H.R. 
6094. 

DON’T PUNISH TAXPAYERS 
Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr. 

Speaker, I rise today in support of H.R. 
954, the CO-OP Consumer Protection 
Act, which would provide temporary 
relief from ObamaCare’s individual 
mandate for Americans directly im-
pacted by failed ObamaCare CO-OPs. 

At the outset of this law, 23 CO-OPs 
provided insurance options for enroll-
ees in 25 States. However, nearly 2 
years later, we have learned that a ma-
jority—17 of them—have failed. The 
reason for the failure has been pain-
fully obvious. The ACA manipulated 
insurance markets and created CO-OPs 
as a means to establish government- 
managed competition. 

The cost of this ill-fated attempt at 
market manipulation has been borne 
by the American public. Over $1 billion 
of hard-earned taxpayer dollars were 
sunk into failed CO-OPs. Worse, for 
American consumers who enrolled in a 
failed CO-OP, they did not just lose 
their health coverage, but due to an-
other glitch in the law, these individ-
uals may be forced to pay the IRS a tax 
penalty for failing to have adequate 
health coverage under the individual 
mandate. 

Mr. Speaker, these individuals should 
not be penalized for the failings of the 
law. That is why I rise to explain my 
support of H.R. 954. This is a common-
sense solution to provide temporary re-
lief to those individuals affected by the 
failed CO-OPs. 

This legislation states simply that if 
you lose your health coverage midterm 
due to a failed CO-OP, then you should 
not be forced to pay a 2016 tax penalty 
for lacking health coverage. Put sim-
ply, to allow this law to harm those in-
dividuals who lost their health cov-
erage at no fault of their own is unac-
ceptable. 

I thank my colleagues for their ac-
tion on this bill. 

SUPPORTING WATER INFRASTRUCTURE 
Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr. 

Speaker, I rise today in support of H.R. 
5303, the Water Resources Development 
Act, or WRDA for short. I supported 
this legislation in the Transportation 
and Infrastructure Committee in May, 
as it would authorize infrastructure 
projects important to my district, 
Pennsylvania’s Sixth Congressional 
District, as well as across the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania and, indeed, 
across the country. 

If passed, WRDA would include a re-
view of projects to enhance ecosystem 
restoration and water supply along the 
Delaware River Basin, including at the 
Blue Marsh Lake. Locks and dams in 
Pennsylvania would also be eligible for 
reconstruction. Finally, WRDA would 
authorize an expedited study for a 
navigation project along the upper 
Ohio River in Pennsylvania. 

Projects included in WRDA support 
jobs and keep businesses and homes 
protected by providing critical over-
sight of our water infrastructure so 
that our country remains safe, produc-
tive, and competitive. 
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I urge my colleagues to support this 

bill. 
f 

HYDE AMENDMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Oregon (Ms. BONAMICI) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to call attention to the Hyde 
amendment, which, for too long, has 
been denying women their constitu-
tional right to access safe and legal 
abortion. 

Mr. Speaker, restrictions on abortion 
do not make it go away. They make it 
less safe. For the last 40 years, the 
Hyde amendment has created an often 
insurmountable barrier for women 
across the country struggling to access 
affordable health care because it pro-
hibits Medicaid coverage for abortion. 

It disproportionately affects low-in-
come women: young women, immi-
grant women, women of color, women 
in rural communities. In fact, more 
than half the women who have their 
rights restricted by the Hyde amend-
ment are women of color. 

It is long past time to do away with 
this harmful provision, which has been 
expanded over the years to deny cov-
erage to Federal employees and their 
dependents, our military servicemem-
bers, Native Americans, and even 
Peace Corps volunteers. 

b 1015 

Restricting Medicaid coverage of 
abortion means that about one in four 
low-income women carry to term an 
unwanted pregnancy. That is not a de-
cision the government should make for 
women. There are many things that 
Congress should be doing, but one 
thing we should not be doing is inter-
fering with a woman’s constitutional 
right. 

So what should we be doing? We 
should be supporting policies that pre-
vent unwanted pregnancies, like fund-
ing Planned Parenthood; and we should 
also pass the EACH Woman Act to lift 
the coverage ban that stands in the 
way of too many women who have the 
right to make their own decisions 
about what is best for them and their 
families. 

Two generations of women have been 
affected by the Hyde amendment over 
the last four decades. Let’s end this 
policy and let each woman be able to 
do what is best for herself and her fam-
ily. 

f 

HONORING SPECIALIST JONATHAN 
R. KEPHART 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, over this past weekend 
people in Oil City, Venango County, lo-
cated in Pennsylvania’s Fifth Congres-
sional District, joined to honor an 
American hero. 

On April 8, 2004, Specialist Jonathan 
Kephart was killed in Iraq after his 
convoy patrol was ambushed outside of 
Baghdad. Kephart was credited with 
protecting his fellow soldiers by laying 
down fire against hundreds of enemy 
fighters, even after being wounded 
twice. He was the first soldier from 
Venango County killed in Iraq or Af-
ghanistan. 

Last Saturday, the Petroleum Street 
Bridge in Oil City was named after Spe-
cialist Kephart, and September 24 was 
declared Jonathan R. Kephart Memo-
rial Day in Oil City. 

I want to commend the efforts of ev-
eryone who worked to make this a re-
ality, including State Representative 
Lee James, who authored and led the 
effort to pass the bill that made this 
distinction possible, earning unani-
mous approval in the Pennsylvania 
State House and Senate. 

It is my hope that, because of this 
memorial to Specialist Kephart, his 
bravery and his sacrifice will live on in 
the hearts and the minds of the people 
in Oil City and Venango County for 
generations to come. 

f 

PROMESA 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. GUTIÉRREZ) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, there 
is an important meeting in the Finan-
cial District of New York City, right in 
the heart of stock traders, the invest-
ment banks, and the bond buyers and 
sellers who trade in the debt of compa-
nies, countries, and municipalities. 
Right there in the nerve center of our 
financial market, they are holding a 
meeting. 

Is it a meeting about Wells Fargo 
opening up thousands of accounts with-
out the knowledge or consent of their 
customers? No, nothing like that. Nor 
anything related to the financial melt-
down that our country is still recov-
ering from that started right there. 
Nope. 

This is the first meeting of the Puer-
to Rico financial control board, the 
junta de control, that has supreme 
power to rule over Puerto Rico. 

Now, in case there is any confusion 
with the geography, New York City has 
a lot of Puerto Ricans, but it is not, in 
fact, the capital of Puerto Rico. My 
staff checked. San Juan is still the cap-
ital of Puerto Rico. 

No, the meeting of the junta de con-
trol that has dominion over all aspects 
of the Puerto Rican people is not meet-
ing in Puerto Rico. The meeting is tak-
ing place pretty close to Wall Street, 
which, I think, is symbolic of the way 
the junta de control over Puerto Rico 
came about. 

It is a very bad omen for the future. 
Let me explain. 

There are seven people—not elected, 
but appointed—who oversee every as-
pect of Puerto Rico’s governance. Four 
are Republican nominees, there are 
three Democrats, and there is one non-
voting member of the junta. 

Several of the members of the Puerto 
Rico junta de control appear to have 
deep ties to Wall Street, where you can 
find many of the bondholders who trad-
ed and profited off Puerto Rico’s $72 
billion in debt. 

Judge Juan R. Torruella, the first 
Hispanic appointed by Ronald Reagan 
to the prestigious U.S. First Circuit 
Court of Appeals summed it up pretty 
well. He said to the Colegio de 
Abogados, the Puerto Rican Bar Asso-
ciation, that: ‘‘The principal purpose of 
PROMESA is to establish a collection 
agency for bondholders.’’ 

The person who is rumored to be the 
executive director of the junta de con-
trol is a big-time corporate energy lob-
byist. He is the former head of the Cen-
ter for Liquefied Natural Gas, a trade 
association of energy producers, which 
makes everyone concerned about Puer-
to Rico’s environment nervous—with 
good reason. 

So holding the first meeting in Lower 
Manhattan confirms to Puerto Ricans 
that the junta de control is by, for, and 
about the bondholders and corporate 
interests on Wall Street. So I consider 
the junta meeting on Friday as a 
home-court game. 

The board will elect their chairman 
on Friday. Yeah, they are going to 
elect a chairman. Kind of ironic be-
cause they are electing the chairman 
to an unelected board because, well, de-
mocracy is good for some people—just 
not the people of Puerto Rico. 

We have been told that members of 
the control board met secretly in 
Washington last week at the Treasury 
offices. Whether this is actually the 
first meeting of the control board is in 
great doubt. 

And all of this raises the bigger prob-
lem of transparency. There isn’t any. 
Under the law, this group can meet in 
secret anywhere in the world, and their 
proceedings can be conducted in execu-
tive session. 

The board members can receive un-
limited and unreported gifts, meals, 
even tickets to Hamilton and anything 
else, and we will never know. The scan-
dal is coming. They are under no obli-
gation to translate anything into 
Spanish, which, in case you forgot, is 
the language of the people that they 
are to control. 

I will say, to their credit, that, after 
I wrote to each member of the control 
board and asked for a public commit-
ment to transparency, a few of them 
wrote back. None of them made a pub-
lic commitment to transparency, but a 
few acknowledged that keeping Puerto 
Ricans informed, making the meetings 
publicly accessible, and translating 
materials in the language of the people 
being governed were good principles. 

It remains to be seen whether anyone 
on the junta de control really fights to 
inform the people of Puerto Rico, real-
ly sets up to be a champion for the 
schoolteachers and the doctors and the 
moms and the dads who are struggling, 
and the firemen, and the policemen 
who serve the people of Puerto Rico 
and are heroes. 
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